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temper keen; they prevented the enemy from con-
centrating in force against any part of their line ;
they detained troops which might otherwise have
been sent to Hindenburg.

The five hundred miles of the Allied line were held
as to one-tenth by the British, and for the rest by
the Belgians and the French. It ran from Nieuport
generally west of the Yser, along the Ypres Canal,
in a salient on front of Ypres, behind Messines to
just east of Armentieres; then west of Neuve
Chapelle to Givenchy, across the La Bassee Canal,
east of Vermelles, west of Lens, to just east of Arras.
Prom Arras it lay by Albert and Noyon to Soissons,
east along the Aisne to just north of Rheims, from
Rheims by Vienne to Varennes, thence, making a
wide curve round Verdun, to the west bank of the
Meuse opposite St. Mihiel, and so to Pont-a-Mousson
on the Moselle. Thence it passed east of Luneville
to just east of St. Die, ten miles inside the frontier.
It reached the crest of the Vosges about the Col du
Bonhomme, and then ran in German territory to
Belfort and the Swiss border.

When the position was first taken up trenches
were shallow and rough, hastily dug with entrench-
ing tools for a temporary shelter. But as the
campaign developed and the line held, they were
deepened, improved, and connected until they became
a vast ramification of ditches and earthworks, de-
fended with barbed wire entanglements and every
contrivance that human ingenuity could suggest.
They were not a fixed position. Daily, lite a
glacier, they endeavoured to creep farther forward
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